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Carlton Holmes is a pianist of exceptional talent,
musicality, and creativity. His sensitivity and inventiveness
has allowed him to be one of the most sought after
musicians in the New York area. An increasing number
of students seek him out because of his 
knowledge and experience.

Born in Michigan, raised in Seattle, Washington, and
Albuquerque, New Mexico, Carlton’s musical training
began at the age of eight. After studying trumpet,
then drums, Carlton picked up piano at age eleven. 
By the age of fifteen, Carlton was playing professionally.
He also won several best soloist awards in the All State
jazz band competitions during his youth.

Carlton Holmes’ career in New York began after he
completed his Masters degree at the Manhattan School
of Music. He found himself playing diversified gigs, and
soon became known as one of the ‘Young Lions’, play-
ing with drum great Charli Persip for six years and
beginning what is now a fifteen year relationship with
Master drummer Michael Carvin. Along with extensive
studio work Carlton also composed and performed for
a number of film and television productions as well as
Broadway. 

In addition to leading his own bands, Carlton’s 
performing and recording credit includes work with
Lionel Hampton, Freddie Hubbard, Kenny Garrett,
Branford Marsalis, Max Roach, Stevie Wonder, Diane
Reeves, Regina Belle, Donald Bryd, Terumasa Hino, 
and many others. Carlton continues to play and record
with drum sensation Cindy Blackman, saxophone great
Carlos Garnett and guitarist Ronny Jordan. 

Carlton is also an active educator of piano, music 
theory and keyboards for all levels of students. He
maintains correspondence with students from around
the world.
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MICHAEL CARVIN:
Marsalis Music Honors 
Michael Carvin 
Rounder Records, 2006

Each One Teach One 
Highnote Records, 1992

CARLOS GARNETT:
Moon Shadow
Highnote Records, 2001

Under Nubian Skies
Highnote Records, 1999 

Fuego en Mi Alma
Highnote Records, 1997 

Resurgence
Muse Records, 1996

CINDY BLACKMAN: 
Someday… 
Highnote Records, 2001

Works on Canvas
Highnote Records, 1999

Multiplicity (video) 
Rittor Music, 1998

CECILIA SMITH:
Dark Triumph 
CEA Music Company, 2006

PAUL ABLER: 
Fearless 
Abler Records, 2005

DION PARSON:
People Music 
Tahmun Records, 2004

DEBORAH LIPPMANN: 
Nightingale 
NJ Records, 2004

TEREASA VINSON: 
Opportunity Please Knock 
Amplified Records, 2004

DAN FAULK: 
Songbook Vol. 1 
Ugli Fruit Productions 2003

LEON DORSEY: 
Song of Songs 
Umoja Productions, 1999

THE BILL KIRCHNER NONET:
Live in Concert 
Challenge Records, 1999

TERUMASA HINO:
Off The Coast 
Sweet Basil Records, 1995

CAROLA GREY: 
Age of Illusions 
Jazzline Records, 1994

selected discography
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"…most memorable musical experience? It was with a
piano player, Carlton Holmes… We went through dif-
ferent motions, different moods and different move-
ments. That was one of the best musical experiences
I've ever had…"
Cindy Blackman

"Carlton Holmes continually weaves a soulful web of
enchantment including some funky down-home play-
ing." 
Butch Berman

"…the inventive, tasty, fluent Holmes…"
Harvey Pekar, JAZZIZ Magazine

"Carlton and I play like one person. He uses
space…but he also has something to say. I even love
the way he walks, because it tells you that, whatever
the situation, it’s cool." 
Michael Carvin

"There is a buoyancy in the piano playing of Carlton
Holmes, a lightness of step, a sense of intuition and
flow that draws a listener in… "
Zan Stewart, The Star Ledger

"I caught the early set of pianist Carlton Holmes' gig
last night …Holmes, who is one of those musicians
who somehow has flown under the radar, is a terrific
player playing with a lot of confidence and authority."
Chris Astoria
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